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Welcome to
Formed in 1742, Louisa County is ideally situated in Central Virginia and home to a
vibrant economy, beautiful scenery, rich history and much more. Located in the scenic
Blue Ridge Mountain foothills, Louisa offers a balance of peaceful rural life and
proximity to metropolitan conveniences.
Conveniently situated between
Charlottesville, Fredericksburg, and the state capital of Richmond, the County’s
tranquil countryside, thriving commercial centers and communities offer easy access to
several of Virginia's urban centers.
Louisa has something for everyone. The County’s economy is diverse and growing,
underscored by strong manufacturing, agricultural and service sectors. Our storied
past includes Civil War battles, Jack Jouett's famous ride and numerous historic
structures. Louisa’s schools are innovative and effective, driven by a commitment to
excellence in academics, extracurricular activities, and technical education.
Our award-winning government is responsive and caring, led by a Board of
Supervisors committed to core values and focused on our future. From a financial
standpoint, the County represents a strong value for our citizens, businesses and
visitors. Louisa’s 514 square miles encompass numerous attractions including Lake
Anna, the third largest lake in Virginia and a premier location for water activities.
Louisa’s Arts Center provides a steady diet of inspired performances and superb
exhibits. Our Historical Society catalogues and showcases our yesteryears, educating
current and future generations in the process. Freeman Field provides local, regional,
and national aviation enthusiasts with a gateway to the skies.
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R. T. Williams, Jr., Chairman
Jackson District



Duane A. Adams , Vice Chairman
Mineral District

Board of Supervisors
Louisa County is governed by a seven-member Board of

Fitzgerald A. Barnes
Patrick Henry District

Supervisors, members of which are elected from each of the



Willie L. Gentry
Cuckoo District

four year terms. The Board of Supervisors sets County



Robert F. Babyok, Jr.
Green Springs District






Tommy J. Barlow
Mountain Road District
Troy J. Wade
Louisa District

Louisa County


Size: 514 square miles



Population: 36,778 (2018 US Census
Bureau)



Real Estate Tax Rate: $0.72 per $100



Personal Property Rate: $2.43 per $100



Median Household Income: $56,946
(2018 US Census Bureau)



Unemployment Rate: 2.7% (Virginia Employment Commission)



Number of Schools
4 Elementary
1 Middle School
1 High School



Number of Fire & Rescue Stations
7 Fire Stations
4 Rescue Station

Stay connected with the County by visiting:

www.louisacounty.com
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seven voting districts in the County and serve staggered
policies, adopts ordinances, appropriates funds, sets the
annual budget and tax rates, enacts legislation governing
the County and its citizens, and carries out other
responsibilities set forth in the Code of Virginia.
The Louisa County Board of Supervisors

maintains a

positive and interactive relationship with County citizens
and is committed to helping citizens gain a greater
understanding of their local government.

The Board

prioritizes integrity, transparency and accountability, and
supports an environment where citizen input is valued.

County Administrator's Office
The County Administrator serves as the chief administrative officer for the County government and reports
directly to the Board of Supervisors. Policies governing the administration of the County are set by a sevenmember Board.

The County Administrator leads and directs the administration of the day-to-day

operations, programs and services of the County. This is accomplished through execution of policies and
directives, implementation of short and long-range plans, and providing sound management and financial
practices to provide citizens with quality core services in a fiscally prudent and responsible manner.

Vision Statement
Louisa County is a vibrant, dynamic and forward
looking community where citizens, businesses, and
visitors alike benefit from a diversified economy,
receive excellent public services, and enjoy a superior
quality of life.

Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Louisa County Board of
Supervisors to provide County citizens and businesses
with high quality core services in a fiscally prudent
and socially responsible manner.









Administration Staff


Christian R. Goodwin
County Administrator



Jeffrey B. Ferrel

Assistant County Administrator


Alexandra M. McKinley

Executive Assistant/Deputy Clerk



Eleni Rackley
Administrative Assistant

Accountability
Innovation
Integrity
Respect
Stewardship
Transparency
Where Citizens Matter
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Acknowledgements
& Achievements
It is the mission of the Louisa County Board of Supervisors to provide
County citizens and businesses with high quality core services
Louisa County garnered two 2019 Virginia Association of Counties (VACo) Achievement Awards for its
Project First Responder and Kindness Day programs. VACo received 96 submissions for Achievement
Awards this year, and this if the fifth year that Louisa has been selected for an award. The County also
received VACo’s overall Best Small County Achievement Award. To learn more about Louisa County’s
winning achievements and other awards, visit https://www.louisacounty.com/720/Awards-Recognitions.

Louisa County is one of twelve counties in the Commonwealth of Virginia selected to receive grant
funding through the Virginia Telecommunications Initiative (VATI) in the amount of $233,905. Louisa
County and its private partner, SCS Broadband, is using these funds to expand broadband service in the
County.


The Louisa County Animal Shelter received their third grant from the Petco Foundation™ that
totaled $25,000 to be used for animal care, adoption preparation, facility equipment, and adoption
promotion.



The County of Louisa was one of eight counties in the State of Virginia to receive the 2018 Virginia
Association of Counties Go Green Award. This is the fourth consecutive year the County has received this
award. The Go Green program is designed to encourage implementation of specific environmental
policies and practical actions that reduce emissions and help local governments operate more efficiently.



The County of Louisa earned the Government Finance Officers Association’s (GFOA) Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for their Fiscal Year 2019 budget and the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting for FY18.



In its third year, Louisa County Restaurant Week expanded marketing efforts and exposure by partnering
with several new restaurant and beverage locations, along with adding a new charitable component. For
every meal, $1 was donated to the Louisa County Resource Council. As a result of these efforts, the
number of recorded Restaurant Week specials purchased over the course of the ten-day effort totaled
1,187.
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The Future is Bright
The County’s schools foster a positive environment that sets the stage for lifelong learning, stimulates
economic prosperity and prepares our future for success. Citizen service provisioning is focused on
today’s needs while building for future requirements.

Education


The Louisa County High School Class of 2019 consists of 319 graduates. 56% of the graduates earned an advanced studies
diploma, and 55% met all of the course sequence requirements in the Career and Technical Education Program, fully
preparing them to begin a career in the trade or profession of their choosing.



The Virginia Department of Education reported that nearly 74% of Louisa County High School graduates are offered
admission to the college or university of their choice, one of the highest rates in the region.



Jouett Elementary School received the 2019 Virginia Distinguished Achievement Award from the Virginia Department of
Education. This award recognizes schools that have exceeded state and federal accountability standards.



All six of Louisa County Public Schools were accredited for the 2018-2019 school year, marking the fourth consecutive year all
the schools have achieved this feat.

Public Safety


The overall Public Protection Classification (PPC) rating for the County of Louisa has improved to a 5/5Y, according to the
Insurance Services Office (ISO). The PPC rating determines how well a locality’s fire and emergency services is able to protect
the community from a comprehensive services standpoint. Insurance companies use these scores to help set home insurance
rates. An improved PPC rating indicates a department that is better prepared to serve the locality, and can result in reduced
insurance costs. The County’s PPC rating has continually improved over the past several years, from 9/10 to a 6/8B in
2012, and then to the current 5/5Y.



In 2019, the Louisa County Sheriff’s Office implemented the Law Enforcement Adventure Program (LEAP), a free
weeklong youth camp that was developed to strengthen the relationship between police and youth. The program is
designed to provide insight into basic policing, with an opportunity for some hands-on learning with local officers in a
fun, safe manner.

Broadband


The County funded a $1.09 million project in December 2017 to enhance the availability of broadband internet in the County.
The Louisa Schools have a separate project to provide fiber connections between all of their school facilities, made possible by
a federal eRate funded project of $1.39 million. The Broadband Authority's plan, developed with Wide Open Networks, is to
construct an infrastructure of fiber, towers and connecting radios.



Louisa County was selected to receive grant funding through the Virginia Telecommunications Initiative (VATI) totaling
$233,905.

\
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FY 20 Operating and Capital Budget
The County’s fiscal year 2020 operating and capital budget totals $114,684,952 with a real property
tax rate of $0.72. The County’s revenues are derived from a number of sources including local taxes, charges for services, state and federal funding, and local revenue. Major expenditure classifications include public safety, education, health and welfare, and parks and recreation.

REVENUES: $114,684,952

EXPENDITURES: $114,684,952

General Property Taxes $62.4M

General Government Administration $3.8M

Other Local Taxes $9M

Judicial Administration $2.1M

Permits, Privilege Fees and Licenses $530K

Public Safety $14.3M

Fines and Forfeitures $60K

General Services $3.8M

Revenue from the Use of Money and Property $671K

Health and Welfare $9.6M

Charges for Services $5M

Education $66.1M

Miscellaneous $125K

Parks, Recreation and Cultural $1.6M

Recovered Costs $135K

Community Development $1.7M

Intergovernmental $36.6M

Non-Departmental $825K
Debt Service $5.1M
Capital Projects $5.2M
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Support to
Outside
Agencies
$5.2 M

General
Government
Operations
$32.9M

REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

SOURCES OF FUNDING
Property Taxes:
Includes revenue from taxes based on the assessed value of real and personal property owned by businesses, individuals, and public service
corporations.
Other Local Revenues:
Includes revenues from sources such as other taxes, permits, fees, fines, and charges for services.
State Revenue:
Includes revenues received and designated by the Commonwealth of Virginia for specific use by the County.
Federal Revenue:
Includes revenues received and designated by the Federal Government for specific use by the County.
Use of Fund Balance:
Includes the amount of County savings used for one-time expenditures or related needs.

USES OF FUNDING
School Division Operations: $66M
School Capital: $1.6M
School Debt: $2.9M
Includes expenditures for school operations, capital improvements, and debt service payments.
General Government Operations: $38.2M
General Government Capital: $3.7M
General Government Debt: $2.2M
Includes expenditures for general government operations, capital improvements, and debt service payments.
Support to Regional Agencies:
From the $38.2M allocated for general government operations in FY2020, 5.2M will be used to support Regional Agencies.
Please visit https://www.louisacounty.com/1457/Budget-Information for the complete budgetary detail.
9| 2019 Louisa County Annual Community Report

Economic Development & Growth
Providing a positive environment that stimulates economic prosperity, and
encouraging small business growth while preserving the County’s rural character

Strategic location, strong infrastructure, shovel-ready sites, and competitive tax rates continue to foster
Louisa’s economic growth. The County’s Economic Development Department works with existing
businesses and prospective ventures on an ongoing basis to ensure that entrepreneurs know we’re open
for business. Recent highlights include:


In 2019 the County purchased 700 acres at Interstate 64’s Shannon Hill exit to develop a regional
business park. This effort is aligned with the Commonwealth’s strategic goal of developing shovel
ready sites to attract 60,000 new manufacturing jobs to the Commonwealth in the next 10 years.
This multi-year, phased development will target industries identified in the regional growth and
diversification plan as primary industry targets. The Park is intended to create career ladder jobs,
increase wage opportunities, diversify the County’s tax base and provide for quality of life
improvements for Louisa County citizens and others in the region.



Zion Crossroads continues to be a primary development area for new commercial and residential
construction. Several hundred thousand square feet of new commercial development has been
approved in addition to new single, townhouse and multi-family residential units in this market.
Another mixed use development and several commercial developments have also been proposed.
Recent developments have increased the “community feel” of the area, and Zion Crossroads’s
upward trajectory is expected to continue.



The Lake Anna market continues to thrive with new commercial development, and retail, lodging,
restaurants and professional service businesses have also been proposed. The resurgence of
Cutalong, a master planned golf community, is anticipated to drive further commercial and
residential development in Lake Anna’s communities.



The James River Water Project is a catalyst for future economic growth in Louisa County. This
project represents the County’s 50 year water supply source. Louisa’s 14 miles of raw water pipeline
and a water treatment plant are now complete and a separate cooperative effort with Fluvanna
County to construct the intake structure and pump station is undergoing final permitting review.



With new infrastructure development well underway, a significant focus for growth will be in the
areas along I-64 and the Rt. 250 corridor. There are 4 designated growth areas along this corridor,
and development targets differ within each. They all share direct access to I-64 interchanges and the
benefits of that proximity from a development perspective. Industrial, commercial, residential and
mixed use are all potential uses in these growth areas.

Unemployment rate for Louisa County is 2.7%, down from 3.2% in January 2019.
Learn more at www.yeslouisa.com
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52¢ Education

1¢ Community Development
7¢ Health & Human Services

2¢ Judicial Administration

4¢ General Government

22¢ Capital Improvement
Projects & Debt Service
11¢ Public Safety

1¢ Operational Services
1¢ Parks & Recreation and Cultural
Enrichment

Numbers are based on FY2018 actual expenditures
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Having a great community to live, work, and play in is essential to our citizens, and Louisa is fortunate to have
great partners. Non-profit organizations, outside agencies, and volunteers play a vital role in building healthy,
happy communities by providing critical services and related contributions. Louisa County recognizes the
importance of regional services, sharing resources, and exchanging ideas for the benefit of the entire
community. The County is committed to improving the lives of families and children through comprehensive
services and programs that support citizen health, lifestyles and wellness.
Below is a partial list of agencies and non-profit organizations the County partners with and/or financially
supports to make Louisa better every day.
Outside Agencies d& Non-profit Organizations
Adult Community Education (ACE)
Central Virginia Partnership for Economic Development
Fluvanna/Louisa Housing Foundation
Jefferson Area CHIP Program
Jefferson Area Board for Aging (JABA)
JAUNT
Jefferson-Madison Regional Library
Louisa Arts Center
Louisa County Historical Society
Louisa Re-Entry Council
Louisa County Resource Council
Monticello Area Community Action Agency (MACAA)
Offender Aid and Restoration
Thomas Jefferson Health District
Region Ten
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Visit our Website

Video Stream
Board Meetings
Meetings can be
viewed (live or
recorded) via the
internet through
web streaming.

In addition to
posting Board of
Supervisors’
agendas and
minutes, information related to
County projects,
departments, events
and activities are
updated regularly.

Sign Up For
Electronic
Updates

Read the
Newspaper

Attend a
Meeting

The Board of
Supervisors and
Sign up online for Planning
notifications such Commission
as notices, meeting meeting times,
dates and agendas, agendas, packets
and notices are
and press
releases. Follow our posted on the
County’s website.
social media accounts as well.

In The Central Virginian, the County
publishes public
hearing
notices and other
details. The
newspaper also
covers Board
meetings and other
County happenings.

Contact Your
Elected Official
The Board of
Supervisors may
be reached via
phone or email.
Contact info is
located on the
County’s website
or citizens can call
the County Office
Building.
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Physical: 1 Woolfolk Ave ● Mailing: P.O. Box 160, Louisa, VA 23093 ● (540) 967-0401
www.louisacounty.com ●

info@louisa.org

