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INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE
“Viewing a community as a nearly endless list of problems and needs
leads directly to the much lamented fragmentation of efforts to provide
solutions.” – Kretzmann and McKnight, Building Communities from the
Inside Out
The purpose of the Louisa County Community Assessment was to identify
assets and strengths of the community and determine potentials areas of concern in
a focused effort to develop recommendations for local policies and investments to
realize positive outcomes for our citizens.
The Louisa County Community Assessment has been partitioned into six
sections: Employment, Education, Housing, Nutrition, Health and Other. These
sections are linked to the conditions of poverty and related issue areas.
Statistical information was gathered from dozens of resources to develop a
comprehensive picture of Louisa County. This data is key in identifying possible
gaps in service areas.
To identify the community’s perception about the strengths and
opportunities for improvement in Louisa County, a survey was developed and made
available to citizens throughout the county. The survey was available online, as well
as paper to county, school and constitutional employees. The social media Facebook
was used by the following organizations to post the survey: Louisa County Parks
and Recreation, Louisa County 4‐H, Louisa County Public Schools, Louisa Junior
Women’s Club, Shelter for Help in Emergency, Thomas Jefferson Health District,
Jefferson Area Board on Aging and numerous personal accounts.
Additionally, more than 1,300 paper surveys were distributed through the
Department of Human Services, Louisa Health Department, Louisa Community
Cupboard, Town of Mineral, Town of Louisa, Louisa Historical Society, Louisa
Chamber of Commerce, Louisa Library, Louisa Industrial Development Authority,
Jefferson Area Board of Aging Senior Center, Jefferson Area Board of Aging Shinning
Stars Preschool, Adult Community Education, Health and Wellness Center, NAACP –
Louisa Chapter, Louisa County Water Authority, and MACAA. The goal of the survey
was to gather both quantitative and qualitative data.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The goal of the Louisa County Community Assessment was to develop a
comprehensive picture of Louisa County by identifying possible gaps in service
areas, establishing a benchmark measure of the community’s well being and
gathering information to have a better understanding of the services and programs
wanted or supported by the citizens.
CITIZEN SURVEY RESPONSE RATE:
The response goal for the citizen survey was one percent of the county’s
population of persons over the age of 15, or 270 completed survey.
During the 30‐day survey period, 1,103 surveys were started. Only 876
surveys were completed by individuals living or working in Louisa County,
comprising 3.23% of the possible responsive population.

CITIZEN SURVEY QUANTITATIVE DATA:
Each issue earned one of three color ratings, RED, YELLOW or GREEN.
Issues earning a RED rating means the citizens found the issue to be
important and are unsatisfied with the availability or performance of the service.
Issues earning a YELLOW rating means the citizens found the issue to be
important and are neither satisfied nor unsatisfied.
Issues earning a GREEN rating means the citizens found the issue to be
important and are satisfied with the level of service.

One issue earned a GREEN rating.

1. “Having recreational programs for youth” with 91.3% Important and 43%
Satisfied.

Four issues earned a RED rating.

1. “Having emergency/urgent medical care facilities in Louisa County” with
94.2% Important and 58.7% Unsatisfied.
2. “Having employment opportunities for youth” with 88.8% important and
49% Unsatisfied.
3. “Having affordable housing choices” with 79.8% Important and 40.9%
Unsatisfied.
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4. “Having public transportation” with 55.6% Important and 49.1%
Unsatisfied.

The remaining fourteen issues earned a YELLOW rating.

1. “Having affordable medical care choices” with 92.4% Important and 35.4%
Neutral (30.7% Satisfied/33.8% Unsatisfied).
2. “Having job skills training programs” with 84.5% Important and 57.3%
Neutral (9.2% Satisfied/33.5% Unsatisfied).
3. “Having affordable dental care choices” with 81.6% Important and 39.9%
Neutral (25.5% Satisfied/34.7% Unsatisfied).
4. “Having supervised after school programs for youth” with 76.9%
Important and 44.7% Neutral ( 31.8% Satisfied/23.6% Unsatisfied).
5. “Having support programs for caregivers of senior citizens” with 75%
Important and 56.3% Neutral (18.2% Satisfied/25.5% Unsatisfied).
6. “Having preschool programs” with 73.5% Important and 43.3% Neutral
(30% Satisfied/23.7% Unsatisfied).
7. “Having domestic violence education/awareness programs” with 72.8%
Important and 59.6% Neutral (11.9% Satisfied/28.6% Unsatisfied).
8. “Having GED programs” with 70.1% Important and 52.1% Neutral (37.6%
Satisfied/10.3% Unsatisfied).
9. “Having affordable childcare choices” with 70% Important and 50.4%
Neutral (16.1% Satisfied/33.5% Unsatisfied).
10. “Having mental health treatment programs” with 69.1% Important and
51.6% Neutral (18.3% Satisfied/30.1% Unsatisfied).
11. “Having drug/alcohol abuse treatment programs” with 68.4% Important
and 56.2% Neutral (14.5% Satisfied/29.3% Unsatisfied).
12. “Having parenting skills education programs” with 63.8% Important and
50.5% Neutral (17.6% Satisfied/31.9% Unsatisfied).
13. “Getting food assistance” with 61.3% Important and 41.6% Neutral (37.7%
Satisfied/20.8% Unsatisfied).
14. “Getting assistance with housing repairs” with 60.4% Important and
47.3% Neutral (15.5% Satisfied/37.2% Unsatisfied).

CITIZEN SURVEY QUALITATIVE DATA:
What are three things you like the most about Louisa County?
Six hundred and sixty citizens provided an answer. Fifty‐one percent of
respondents said they enjoyed the rural, country setting of Louisa County. Thirty‐
four percent said they liked the friendliness of the people, the sense of community
and the smallness of the community. Twenty‐one percent said they liked Louisa
County Public Schools.
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What are three things you would like to change/improve about Louisa County?
Six hundred and thirty‐six citizen provided an answer. Twenty‐five percent
said they want more recreational facilities, activities and/or entertainment, such as
a bowling alley, indoor pool, skating rink, movie theater, ball fields, parks, putt‐putt
golf.
Twenty‐two percent said there was a need for more employment
opportunities.
Two issues each received fifteen percent of the comments. Citizens said they
wanted more choices for medical and dental services and desired an urgent care
facility to be located in the county. Citizens also said they wanted to see
improvements in education, both in the school system and educational
opportunities for adults. They desired more educational facilities such as more
elementary schools to decrease travel time for students, another middle and high
school, and a vocational facility to be used by both the school system and for job
skills training.
What is a way to get residents involved with our community?
This question was designed to gather ideas from the community about how
to get citizens more involved with making improvements to their own community. It
did not gather this information; therefore the results are not included in this report.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS:
There were two community forums that took place during the 30‐day survey
period of August 4 through September 2, 2011. The meetings gave participates an
opportunity to voice their opinion about program perceived as needed, or those that
are working well within the County. The qualitative data produced from the
participants generally fell into two categories; the need for better communication
and identifying ways to encourage church involvement.
The participants felt there were several barriers in effective communication
between citizens and agencies, between agencies, and between church communities.
They felt the average resident did not know where to go to learn about what
activities, programs or services were available in the community.
The participants also felt the more than one hundred church communities
could be more involved in making improvements in the community. They felt each
church had outreach missions but collectively, the church communities were not
organized in a manner to be able to focus their efforts. The group suggested that a
retreat for church leaders in the community would be a good first step in opening
the lines of communication between congregations.
NEXT STEPS
A Phase II Advisory Committee has been formed with a goal to establish
priority areas and develop specific policy recommendations. This group is
scheduled to meet November 29, two times in December, and possibly once in
January. A Louisa County Community Assessment, Phase II will be presented to the
Board of Supervisors as early as February 2012.
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METHODOLOGY FOR ASSESSING COMMUNITY
There are six areas the survey instrument was designed to gauge the
community’s perception. A purpose of the survey instrument was to identify the
strengths and opportunities for improvement in Louisa County. The survey was
made available online and for citizens throughout the county; all county owned
facilities, distributed to all county employees, and provided to clients utilizing
services from over thirty organizations in the county. The goal of the survey was to
gather both quantitative and qualitative data.
The survey instrument was modeled after the Missouri Association for
Community Action, Community Needs Assessment. This model identified six
conditions of poverty; Employment, Education, Use of Available Income, Housing,
Transportation, and Nutrition.
Each of these conditions are applicable to all persons regardless of economic
condition and were used in developing questions to measure the perceived needs in
Louisa County.
In addition to the survey, neighborhood meetings were scheduled to be held
at the four elementary schools to gather qualitative data from participants;
however, the last two meeting had to be canceled. The neighborhood meeting were
an opportunity to engage community members about areas viewed as needing
improvement, as well as identifying programs that are functioning well and making
the lives of Louisa County residents better.
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LOUISA COUNTY COMMUNITY PROFILE
Louisa County’s 2010 U.S. Census population count was 33,153, a 29.37% increase
since 2000. Each decade, after it tabulates the decennial census, the Census Bureau
calculates the center of population. The center is determined as the place where an
imaginary, flat, weightless and rigid map of the United States would balance
perfectly if all residents were of identical weight. The center of population for the
Commonwealth of Virginia is in the Holly Grove Estates subdivision in Bumpass,
Louisa County.

Growth: Louisa County experienced a 29.4% increase in population between 2000
and 2010. If the County continues to grow at that rate, its population will likely
surpass 50,000 in the year 2030. (Virginia Employment Commission) Net in‐
migration accounted for 25.5% of the annual growth from 2000 to 2010. (Weldon
Cooper Center Population Estimates and U.S. Census Bureau, 2010)

Aging Population: According to the data contained in the 2010 U.S. Census, the
population under age 18 is declining. (Weldon Cooper Center, 2011) Twenty‐four
percent of the county’s population was under the age of 19, down from 26.5%. The
45 to 64 age group is the largest portion of the population by age category, which
increase from 26.2% to 32% between 2000 and 2010. The county’s aging
population, older than 65, increased from 12.9% to 14.5%. Twenty‐nine percent of
the population was between the ages of 20 and 44 in 2010, up from 25%. (Weldon
Cooper Center and U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census)

Diversity: In 2010, 78.4% of the county’s population was white, 17.7% percent of
the population is African American only, less than 1% is Asian along and 1.1% of the
total population is “other races alone” and 2.3% of the population is identify as two
or more races. Of the total population, 2.3% identify as ethnically Hispanic, up from
0.7% in 2000. The county’s population is 49.3% male and 50.7% female. (U.S.
Census Bureau, 2010 Census)
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EMPLOYMENT DATA ELEMENTS
Median Income Levels: The median household income in Louisa County is $53,005.
Louisa County, Virginia

Median income
(dollars)

Total

Subject

Households
White
Black or African American
HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY AGE OF
HOUSEHOLDER
15 to 24 years
25 to 44 years
45 to 64 years
65 years and over
FAMILIES
Families
With own children under 18 years

Estimate

Margin of
Error

Estimate

Margin of
Error

13,406

+/‐398

53,005

+/‐4,909

17.2%

+/‐1.2

36,885

+/‐3,951

2.0%

+/‐1.1

38,727 +/‐13,555

80.6%

+/‐1.9

61,063

+/‐7,940

21.7%

+/‐1.3

36,534

+/‐6,178

9,963

+/‐499

62,459 +/‐4,572

45.5%

NONFAMILY HOUSEHOLDS
Nonfamily households
Female householder
Living alone
Not living alone
Male householder
Living alone
Not living alone

+/‐1.9

63,601 +/‐10,885

N

N

56,068

+/‐12,015

N

N

73,530

+/‐6,193

N

N

37,706

+/‐11,100

Female householder, no husband present N
Male householder, no wife present

59,696 +/‐6,145

30.8%

With no own children under 18 years N

Marriedcouple families

+/‐1.4

3,443

N
N

+/‐450

65,273 +/‐7,515
32,961 +/‐6,440

31,535 +/‐4,447

43.4%

+/‐6.6

18,401

+/‐9,045

5.3%

+/‐3.0

54,722

+/‐49,445

45.4%

+/‐6.1

33,556

+/‐7,428

38.1%

56.6%

11.2%

+/‐6.6

+/‐6.6
+/‐5.7

15,938 +/‐7,557
40,278 +/‐9,716

80,809 +/‐33,353

(Source: US Census Bureau, 20082010 American Community Survey)
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Top 10 employers in the county:
1. Dominion Virginia Power
2. Louisa County Public School Board
3. Klockner Pentaplast America
4. Fluor Daniel Services Corporation
5. County of Louisa
6. Walmart
7. Tri Dim Filter Corporation
8. McDonald's
9. Louisa Health Care Center
10. Piedmont Metal Fabricators
(Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Quarterly Census of Employment and
Wages (QCEW), 1st Quarter (January, February, March) 2011.)
Graduate analysis (where graduates go after high school): In May of 2010, a total of
330 students received their diplomas at Louisa County High School’s seventieth
annual commencement service. Approximately 35 percent planned to attend a 4‐
year college, 32 percent planned to attend a 2‐year college, 5 percent have other
educational/service plans, 22 percent planned to work and 6 percent planned to
enlist in the military.
(Source: Louisa County Public Schools)
Commuter patterns:
People who live and work in the area
4,385
In‐commuters
2,657
Out‐commuters
7,654
(Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Community Profile dated 9/27/2011)
Unemployment rates: Over the past twelve months, Louisa County’s unemployment
rate peaked at 8.5% in January 2011. The last reported unemployment rate for July
2011 as 6.8%.
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Annual Trends
 Louisa County

YEAR
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

 Virginia

United States

Unemployment Rate
2.4%
3.1%
4.4%
4.2%
3.7%
3.6%
3.1%
2.9%
4.2%
8.0%
8.0%
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Past 12 months
 Louisa County

 Virginia

United States

Month
Unemployment Rate
Aug. 2010
7.7%
Sep. 2010
7.4%
Oct. 2010
7.1%
Nov. 2010
7.6%
Dec. 2010
7.7%
Jan. 2011
8.5%
Feb. 2011
7.8%
Mar. 2011
7.0%
Apr. 2011
6.3%
May 2011
6.1%
Jun. 2011
6.9%
Jul. 2011
6.8%
(Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Community Profile dated 9/27/2011)
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Average county weekly wages: The average weekly wage for all industries is $964.

(Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Quarterly Census of Employment and
Wages, 1st Quarter (January, February, March) 2011)
Estimate number of 4 year olds or younger: Louisa County’s 2010 U.S. Census
population count for persons under 5 years of age was 2,029. (Source: U.S. Census
Bureau, 2010 Census)
Child care: There are fifteen (15) child day care facilities in Louisa County with a
capacity to serve approximately 149 children. Only facilities registered with the
Virginia Department of Social Services are included in this assessment. There is no
mechanism to measure the number of non‐registered programs offering child care
in Louisa County. (*Note: There are six (6) preschool programs serving children over
14

the age of two listed by the Virginia Department of Social Services as Licensed Child
Day Centers or Regulated Unlicensed Religious Exempt Child Day Centers. These
centers are listed under the Education section of this assessment.)
 Licensed Child Day Centers
o Abundant Love Child Development Center
 Serves 38 children
 Ages 1 month ‐12 years 11 months
 Monday – Friday, 6:30am ‐6:00pm
 Licensed Family Day Home
o Alice Dickerson
 Serves 6 children
 2 months – 12 years 11 months
 Monday – Friday, 6:00am ‐6:00pm
o Estelle Almond
 12 children
 2 months – 12 years 11 months
 Monday – Friday, 6:30am ‐5:30pm
o Janice Henson
 10 children
 3 months – 10 years 11 months
 Monday – Sunday, 6:00am ‐6:00pm
o Novell Brown
 12 children
 1 month – 12 years 11 months
 Monday – Friday, 6:00am ‐6:00pm
o Carol Fortune
 12 children
 birth – 12 years 11 months
 Monday – Friday, 6:00am ‐7:30pm
o Gail Hawkins‐Carey
 12 children
 Birth – 12 years 11 months
 Monday – Friday, 6:30am ‐6:00pm
o Jody Tyler
 12 children
 Birth – 12 years 11 months
 Monday – Friday, 6:00am ‐6:00pm
 Regulated Unlicensed Voluntary Registered Day Homes
o The Virginia Department of Social Services has seven (7) individuals
listed. Voluntary registration is a form of regulation offered to family
day homes that are not required to be licensed. These homes have
fewer than six children in care, not including provider's own children
and any children who reside in the home. Assuming each provider has
a maximum five children, then 35 children could be served. There are
no details about each home’s hours of operation.
15

(Source: Virginia Department of Social Services)
Public Transportation: JAUNT, Inc. is a regional transportation system owned by the
City of Charlottesville, and Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa, and Nelson Counties.
JAUNT offers five routes:
Commuter Route: The commuter service to Charlottesville operates Monday
through Friday. The cost is $3.00 per trip; if passengers purchase a book of ten
tickets their ride is only $2.50.
Intracounty Route: This service is offered to residents in all areas of the
county traveling anywhere within the county. Services are offered Monday through
Saturday between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. The cost is $3.00 each way or
$2.00 for passengers with disabilities and those over the age of 60.
Midday Service to Charlottesville: Midday service to Charlottesville is offered
to residents in all areas of the county. The bus arrives in Charlottesville around
10:30 a.m. and leaves at 3:00 p.m. The service is offered Monday through Friday,
with two buses running each day. On Wednesdays the second bus leaves
Charlottesville at 1 p.m. The cost is $4.00 each way or $3.00 for passengers with
disabilities and those over the age of 60.
Human Service Agency Transportation: Human services agencies pay for their
clients to ride JAUNT routes; the primary user is the Medicaid program, but other
agencies like the Department of Rehabilitation and Louisa County Public Schools
also use this service.
Senior Shopping Trips: A state grant program (matched with funding from
JABA) pays for seniors to travel from the Betty Queen Center for special group trips
16

free of charge. Among the recent destinations: Round Hill Farm, Walmart and
Ashlawn.
(Source: JAUNT, Inc.)

CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS (EMPLOYMENT):
How satisfied are you with the number of job skills training programs
in Louisa County?
 84.5% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of job skills training programs
in Louisa County?
 57.3% Neutral (9.2% Satisfied/33.5% Unsatisfied)
 104 respondents provided additional comment
o 63% of respondent commented that they did not know what
programs were available or they did not need job skills training
programs.
o 8% of respondents commented about the need for more programs
o 29% respondents made various comments about the need to develop
a more skilled labor force, increasing vocational training in the
schools and growing the labor market.
How important is having affordable childcare choices in Louisa County
to you?
 70% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the choices for affordable childcare in Louisa
County?
 50.4% Neutral (16.1% Satisfied/33.5% Unsatisfied)
 69 respondents provided additional comment
o 36% of respondents commented that they did not know what
programs were available or they did not need child care.
o 10% of respondents commented about the need for larger child
development centers, such as Minnieland.
o 6% of respondents commented about the difficulty working parents
have with hours of operation.
o 4% of respondents commented about the need for more financial
assistance.
o 4% of respondents commented about the quality of current child care
choices.
o 4% of respondents said there needs to be less regulations to allow for
more facilities.
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o 4% of respondents commented on the need for more preschool
programs
o 3% of respondents commented on the need for child care options for
older children





How important is having public transportation to you?
55.6% of respondent said it is Important
How satisfied are you with the public transportation?
49.1% of respondents were Unsatisfied
59 respondents provided additional comment
o 29% of respondents commented that there was no public
transportation in Louisa County and/or that having a public
transportation services in a rural county is difficult.
o 12% of respondents commented that JAUNT provided a good service.
o 10% of respondents commented that they did not know what was
available or they did not need public transportation.
o 5% of respondents commented that the only public transportation in
Louisa County was provided by the school system.
o 3% of respondents commented about the need for rail service.

How important is having employment opportunities for youth in Louisa
County to you?
 88.8% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of employment opportunities
for youth in Louisa County ?
 49% of respondents were Unsatisfied
 84 respondents provided additional comment
 20% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service
 29% of respondents commented that they saw a need for more
employment opportunities for youth and about the need for more jobs
generally.
 5% of respondents expressed their desire for more internship
programs.
 2% of respondents commented that they did not like their youth
having to commute for employment.
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EDUCATION DATA ELEMENTS:
Number of public schools: For school year 2010‐2011, Louisa County added one
elementary school to the system. The current school system is comprised of the
following:
 one (1) high school, grades 9 through 12, with Career and Technical
Education
 one (1) middle school, grades 6 through 8
 four (4) elementary schools, grades Pre‐K though 5
 Alternative education center for students at the middle and high school
levels.
 access to a Governor's School.
(Source: Louisa County Public Schools)
Number of private schools: Louisa County has one private school recognized by the
Virginia Council for Private Education. Piedmont Christian School, located in
Bumpass. (Source: Virginia Council for Private Education)

Public School Enrollment: For school year 2009‐2010, 4,711 students were enrolled
in five schools, with 396 teachers. (Source: Virginia Department of Education)

Graduation Rate: The on‐time graduation rate for the Louisa County’s class of 2010
was 92.3%. Louisa County’s school dropout rate for the class of 2010 was 5.8%.
(Source: Virginia Department of Education)

Drop‐out Rate: For school year 2009‐2010, 1.13% of students in grades 7‐12
dropped out during the school year. “These estimated dropout percentages
represent the number of dropouts for a given school year divided by the
membership on September 30th of that school year.” (Source: Virginia Department
of Education)
Educational Attainment:
Subject

Louisa County, Virginia
Total
Estimate

Population 18 to 24 years 2,255

Less than high school
16.8%
graduate
High school graduate
(includes equivalency)
Some college or
associate's degree

40.8%

35.7%

Male

Female

Margin of
Error

Estimate

Margin of
Error

Estimate

Margin of
Error

+/‐225

1,108

+/‐124

1,147

+/‐136

+/‐9.2

23.2%

+/‐15.9

10.5%

+/‐9.6

23.8%

+/‐11.2

47.2%

+/‐10.2

43.1%

+/‐15.3

38.6%

+/‐10.9

+/‐14.9

+/‐16.1
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Louisa County, Virginia
Subject

Bachelor's degree or
higher
Population 25 years and
over
Less than 9th grade
9th to 12th grade, no
diploma
High school graduate
(includes equivalency)
Some college, no
degree
Associate's degree
Bachelor's degree
Graduate or
professional degree

Total

Male

Female

Estimate

Margin of
Error

Estimate

Margin of
Error

Estimate

Margin of
Error

6.7%

+/‐4.7

9.8%

+/‐7.4

3.7%

+/‐3.8

23,273

+/‐222

11,457

+/‐130

11,816

+/‐167

5.7%

+/‐1.4

6.1%

+/‐2.1

5.2%

+/‐1.7

38.4%

+/‐3.0

36.8%

+/‐4.0

40.0%

+/‐4.5

5.7%

+/‐1.4

5.1%

+/‐1.8

6.4%

+/‐2.1

6.3%

+/‐1.6

6.8%

+/‐2.3

5.9%

+/‐2.0

12.4%

19.7%
11.8%

+/‐2.4

+/‐2.5

+/‐2.2

16.4%

16.6%

12.2%

+/‐3.9

+/‐3.4

+/‐3.0

8.5%

22.6%

11.3%

+/‐2.2

+/‐3.5

+/‐2.6

POVERTY RATE FOR THE POPULATION 25 YEARS AND OVER FOR WHOM POVERTY STATUS IS
DETERMINED BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT LEVEL
Less than high school
graduate
High school graduate
(includes equivalency)
Some college or
associate's degree
Bachelor's degree or
higher

19.1%

+/‐5.9

13.9%

+/‐6.1

27.3%

2.7%

+/‐1.7

2.7%

+/‐2.4

2.7%

9.6%

2.5%

+/‐4.0

+/‐2.4

6.3%

2.6%

+/‐3.6

+/‐2.8

12.6%

2.5%

+/‐10.7

+/‐5.3

+/‐2.4

+/‐2.5

MEDIAN EARNINGS IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS (IN 2010 INFLATIONADJUSTED DOLLARS)
Population 25 years and
over with earnings
Less than high school
graduate
High school graduate
(includes equivalency)

32,459

+/‐1,808

39,063

+/‐5,308

28,546

+/‐3,240

18,071

+/‐16,298

7,000

+/‐18,625

18,397

+/‐10,364

20,671

+/‐29,259

20,671

+/‐29,259

‐

**
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Louisa County, Virginia
Subject

Total
Estimate

Some college or
associate's degree
Bachelor's degree
Graduate or professional
degree

24,408

25,818

34,222

Male

Female

Margin of
Error

Estimate

Margin of
Error

Estimate

Margin of
Error

+/‐8,289

25,492

+/‐45,731

14,071

+/‐10,969

+/‐2,035

+/‐2,646

26,333

40,989

+/‐8,760

+/‐3,259

25,630

30,250

(Source: US Census Bureau, 20082010 American Community Survey)

+/‐3,991

+/‐2,591

Special Education Needs: Of all students enrolled in the Louisa County School
Division, 15.8% have a disability, compared to 13% of all students enrolled in
Virginia public schools. Specific learning disabilities make up 35% of the special
education needs among Louisa County’s school population. This is the largest
disability group. The number of students with autism has grown substantially in the
last decade. In 2010, a total of 60 students had autism, up from 1 student in 2001.
2010
% of total
enrollment
Intellectual Difficulties1
Severe Disability
Hearing Impairments
Speech or Language Impairments
Visual Impairments
Emotional Disturbance
Orthopedic Impairments
Other Health Impairments
Specific Learning Disabilities
Deaf Blindness
Multiple Disabilities
Autism
Traumatic Brain Injured
Developmental Delay
All Disabilities
(Source: Virginia Department of Education)

58
0
6
104
0
98
0
118
261
0
8
60
4
29
746

1.2%
0.0%
0.1%
2.2%
0.0%
2.1%
0.0%
2.5%
5.5%
0.0%
0.2%
1.3%
0.1%
0.6%
15.8%

Estimate number of 4 year olds or younger: Louisa County’s 2010 U.S. Census
population count for persons under 5 years of age was 2,029. (Source: U.S. Census
Bureau, 2010 Census)
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Number of preschools: There are seven full day preschool programs in Louisa
County, able to serve approximately 270 children. There are two partial day
preschool programs, able to serve approximately 100 children.
Full day programs
 Louisa County Public Schools At‐Risk Preschool Program
o Serves 90 students
o 4 year olds
o Monday ‐ Friday, 8:00 am‐3:00 pm
o School year (August through May)
o Four year‐olds must be identified as being at‐risk for academic
failure. Students are screened and invited to the program in basic
academic and social skills.
 Louisa County Public Schools Special Education Preschool Program
o Serves 31 students
o Ages 2‐5
o Monday ‐ Friday, 8:00 am‐3:00 pm
o School year (August through May)
 MACAA Head Start
o Serves 20 children
o Ages 3 and 4
o Monday‐Friday, 8:00 am‐3:00 pm
o School year (August through May)
o Children must be from low‐income family and/or disabled
 Shining Stars Preschool (Jefferson Area Board on Aging)
o Serves 32 children
o Ages 2‐5
o Monday – Friday, 7:00 am‐6:30 pm
o Year‐round
o 51% of enrolled children must be from low to moderate income
family
o Offers three day or five day per week enrollment options
 Piedmont Christian School Pre‐K
o Serves 12 children
o 4 year‐olds
o Monday – Friday, 8:30 am‐3:05 pm
o School year (August through May)
o Open enrollment
 Grand Beginnings Preschool
o Serves 20 children
o Ages 3‐5
o Monday – Friday, 7:30 am–6:00 pm
o School year (August through May)
o Open enrollment
o Offers half day enrollment options (7:30am‐noon or noon‐
6:00pm)
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Zion Crossroads Children's Center Preschool (Zion United Methodist
Church)
o Serves 40
o Ages 2 ½ to kindergarten
o Monday – Friday, 8:30 am‐3pm
o School year (August through May)
o Open enrollment
o Offers before and after child care
Partial day programs
 Mineral Christian Preschool (Mineral Baptist Church)
o Three year old program
 Serves a maximum of 30 children
 Child must turn three before September
 Tuesday and Thursday or Wednesday and Friday, 9:00 am –
12:00 pm
 Open enrollment
o Four year old program
 Serves a maximum of 40 children
 Child must turn four before September
 Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
 School year (August through May)
 Open enrollment
 New Life Christian Preschool (New Life Community Church)
o Three year old program
 Serves a maximum of 13 children
 Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00am – 12:00pm
 School year (August through May)
 Open enrollment
o Four year old program
 Serves a maximum of 15 children
 Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9:00am – 12:00pm
 School year (August through May)
 Open enrollment
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Colleges, Universities and Trade schools in the area: There are twenty‐three
colleges, university or trade schools within commuting distance of Louisa County.
 Charlottesville
o Piedmont Virginia Community College
o University of Virginia
o Virginia School of Massage
 Culpeper
o Culpeper Cosmetology Training Center
 Fredericksburg
o University of Mary Washington
o Career Training Solutions
 Locust Grove
o Germanna Community College
 Richmond
o ECPI Technical College
o Beta Tech
o Medical Careers College
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

ITT Technical Institute
Bryant and Stratton College
University of Richmond
Bon Secours Memorial School of Nursing
Union Theological Seminary & Presbyterian School of Christian Education
Richmond School of Health and Technology
University of Phoenix
Virginia Commonwealth University
Empire Beauty School
Virginia Career Institute
Baptist Theological Seminary
J Sargeant Reynolds Community College
Virginia Union University

CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS (EDUCATION):

How important is having preschool programs in Louisa County to you?
 73.5% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of preschool programs in Louisa
County?
 43.3% Neutral (30% Satisfied/23.7% Unsatisfied)
 91 respondent provided additional comments.
o 20% of respondents stated they either did not need the service or had
a lack of knowledge about available programs
o 16% respondents commented that public schools should have
preschool program for all 4 year olds.
o 6% respondents commented on cost and affordability
o 6% respondents comments about the limited capacity of programs
and long waiting lists.
o 5% respondents commented that ½ day programs are difficult for
working families to use
How important is having GED programs in Louisa County to you?
 70.1% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of GED programs in Louisa
County?
 52.1% Neutral (37.6% Satisfied/10.3% Unsatisfied)
 64 respondents provided additional comments.
o 58% of respondents commented about their lack of knowledge about
what programs were available in Louisa County
o 6% of respondents comments they did not need the service
25

o 5% of respondents commented about the need for services to be
offered at different locations in the county.
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HOUSING DATA ELEMENTS:
Households: Louisa County has 12,944 households, with 4,082 including individuals
under 18 years, and 3,497 with individuals 65 years and over. (Source: U.S. Census
Bureau, 2010 Census)
Housing units and vacancy rates: According to the 2010 U.S. Census, the total
number of housing units in Louisa County was 16,319, of which 79.3% were
occupied and 20.7% were vacant. The largest category of vacant housing is “For
seasonal, recreational, or occasional use” at 12.6%.
Total
housing
units

16,319

Occupied
housing
units

79.3%

Vacant
housing units‐
For rent

Vacant
housing units‐
For sale only

1.6%

2.1%

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census)

Vacant housing
units‐ For
seasonal,
recreational or
occasional use

12.6%

Vacant
housing units‐
All other
vacant

4.4%

Household Type by Presence and Age of Related Children: A total of 2,836
households are single householders living alone, comprising almost one‐fourth
(21.9%) of all households. For female householders, no husband present, 49% (or
660 families) have related children under 18 years of age. This is down from 62%
(692 families) in 2000. For all families with related children under 18 years of age,
3,474, or 28% of all families are single householders with no wife or husband
present.
Total Households
Total Families
Married Couple (husband‐wife) Family:
With Related Children Under 18 Years
Male Householder, No Wife Present
With Related Children Under 18 Years
Female Householder, No Husband Present
With Related Children Under 18 Years
Nonfamily households
Householder living alone
Male
65 years and over
Female
65 years and over

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census)

2010 US
Census
12,944
9,369
7,362
2,514
651
300
1,356
660
3,575
2,836
1,380
369
1,456
708

% of total
100%
72.4%
56.9%
19.4%
5%
2.3%
10.5%
5.1%

27.6%
21.9%
10.7%
2.9%
11.2%
5.5%

% Change
since 2000
30%
29%
29%
1%
35%
‐9%
26%
‐5%

Number of unsafe, unsanitary homes: Louisa County has not adopted portions of
the Virginia Statewide Property Maintenance Code that would identify unsafe,
unsanitary homes. At this time, it is undetermined how many homes would meet
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this classification, particularly in the wake of the magnitude 5.8 earthquake that
struck on August 23, 2011.

Number of homeless: A homeless person is defined by HUD as an individual who
lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence; or an individual who has a
primary nighttime residence that is either temporary or not intended for human
habitation. There is no mechanism in place to identify the homeless population in
Louisa County. (Source: Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice 2011, Thomas
Jefferson Planning District Commission)
Housing Choice Vouchers (Section 8 Housing): Louisa and Fluvanna Counties share
153 housing choice vouchers. The housing choice voucher program is the federal
government's major program for assisting very low‐income families, the elderly, and
the disabled to afford decent, safe, and sanitary housing in the private market. In
general, the family's income may not exceed 50% of the median income for the
county or metropolitan area in which the family chooses to live. By law, a public
housing agency must provide 75% of its voucher to applicants whose incomes do
not exceed 30% of the area median income. Median income levels are published by
HUD and vary by location. In 2008, the waiting list was opened and 92 people
remain on that list in 2011. (Source: Fluvanna/Louisa Housing Foundation)
Fair Market Rents:
Year
Studio
1 Bedroom
2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 4 Bedrooms
2012
$533
$604
$688
$823
$847
2011
$639
$725
$826
$988
$1,017
2010
$621
$704
$802
$959
$987
(Source: US Department of Housing and Urban Development)

Percent houses overcrowded: According to 2007‐2009 American Community
Survey, 1.2% of owner‐occupied homes and 0.8% of rented homes are overcrowded,
defined as > 1 person per room. (Source: US Census Bureau, 20072009 American
Community Survey)*Note: The margins of error are high; therefore, this data is not a
significantly reliable estimate.
Housing affordability (hourly wage a worker must earn to afford housing): Based on
American Community Survey median gross rent (includes utilities, etc.) of $742 per
month, a single worker with full‐time employment must earn at least $15.46 per
hour to avoid spending in excess of 30% of income on housing. (Source: US Census
Bureau, 20072009 American Community Survey)
Average cost of homes: According to the 2007‐2009 American Community Survey,
the median value of owner‐occupied homes in Louisa County was $219,700 +/‐
$10,450. This is the result of surveying households, so it doesn’t reflect actual costs
of market transactions. According to the Charlottesville Area Association of Realtors,
the median price a home in Louisa County sold in 2009 was $209,900, down from
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$265,000 in 2007. (Source: US Census Bureau, 20072009 American Community
Survey and Charlottesville Area Association of Realtors)
Average age of homes: According to the 2007‐2009 American Community Survey,
the average year a home was built was 1984 +/‐3 years. (Source: US Census Bureau,
20072009 American Community Survey)
Energy Assistance: Data reported for the federal fiscal year.
2008
2009
2010
Total Applications
1,250
1,717
1,946
# of heating applications
714
897
1,063
# of crisis applications
136
238
298
# of cooling applications
400
585
585
(Source: Virginia Department of Social Services)

CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS (HOUSING):

How important is having affordable housing choices in Louisa County
to you?
 79.8% of respondents said this services was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of affordable housing choices in
Louisa County?
 40.9% of respondents said they were Unsatisfied
 62 respondents provided additional comment
o 27% of respondents commented that they lacked enough knowledge
about the housing market to make an informed decision or they had
no need for affordable housing because they already owned their
home.
o 15% of respondents commented on the need for more low income
housing options and entry level housing choices
o 12% of respondents commented there were limited choices or
availability of affordable housing
o 8% of respondents expressed concerns about crime occurring within
affordable housing complexes.
o 10% of respondents commented about the substandard housing and
unsafe housing conditions that currently exist in Louisa County.




How important is getting assistance with housing repairs to you?
60.4% of respondents said this services was Important
How satisfied are you with getting assistance with housing repairs?
47.3% Neutral (15.5% Satisfied/37.2% Unsatisfied)
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60 respondents provided additional comment
o 41% of respondents commented that they were unaware of programs
or didn’t need the service.
o 10% of respondents commented that it is difficult to find quality,
qualified contractors
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NUTRITION DATA ELEMENTS:
Free or reduce lunch: During the 2010‐2011 school year, 4,727 students were
enrolled in Louisa County Public Schools. Of those students, 44.3% (2,094) were
eligible for the free or reduced lunch program. Thomas Jefferson Elementary School
had the highest percentage of eligible students, 57.48% (289 students). Over three‐
fourths of students eligible for free and reduced lunches are eligible for free lunches
(76%), with only 14% eligible for reduced lunches. (Source: Virginia Department of
Education, 20102011 Statistical Reports)
School Year
2000‐01
2010‐11

Students
4,175
4,727

20102011 SCHOOL YEAR
School
Students
Jouett Elem.
615
Moss‐Nuckols Elem.
601
Thomas Jefferson Elem.
588
Trevilians Elem.
425
Louisa Co. Middle
1,051
Louisa Co. High
1,447
(Source: Virginia Department of Education)

Total F & R
1,374
2,094

% Total F & R
32.9%
44.3%

Total F & R
266
261
338
217
482
530

% Total F & R
43.25%
43.43%
57.48%
51.06%
45.86%
36.63%

Average number of recipients receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP)—formerly the Food Stamp Program: Louisa County has experienced an
nearly forty percent (40.45%%) increase in the number of SNAP recipients since
2008. SNAP benefits help a household buy nutritious food.
2008
2009
2010
Avg. # of SNAP Recipients
2,325
3,215
3,904
(Source: Louisa County Department of Human Services)
Total Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefit received: Louisa
County has experienced a 120% increase in the total dollar value of SNAP benefits.
The SNAP program is federally funded.
2008
2009
2010
Total benefits paid
$2,708,259
$4,717,670
$5,969,078
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Number of food panties: Louisa County has five food pantries, who are partnered
through the Central Virginia Food Bank.
1. Louisa County Community Cupboard (Between the Towns of Louisa and
Mineral)
2. Living Water Fellowship (Town of Louisa)
3. Central Virginia Assembly of God (Apple Grove/Gum Spring)
4. St. Mark Baptist Church (Holly Grove/Maidens)
5. Standing on the Promises of God (Louisa/Trevilians)

(Source: Central Virginia Food Bank)
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Number of grocery stores in the community: Louisa County has five grocery stores.
1. Walmart (Zion Crossroads)
2. Food Lion (Town of Louisa)
3. Farmer’s Foods (Town of Louisa)
4. Food Lion (Lake Anna)
5. Miller’s Market (Town of Mineral)
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Number of farmer’s markets: Louisa County has two farmer’s markets.
1. Mineral Farmers Market (Town of Mineral)
2. Louisa Farmers Market (Town of Louisa)

(Source: Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services)
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ALL NUTRITION LOCATIONS
Blue = Farmers Markets
Yellow = Food Pantries
Green = Grocery Stores

CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS (NUTRITION):
How important is getting food assistance to you? (Food pantries, food
stamps, home delivery, etc.)
 61.3% of respondents said this issue was Important
How satisfied are you with getting food assistance? (Food pantries, food
stamps, home delivery, etc.)
 41.6% Neutral (37.7% Satisfied/20.8% Unsatisfied)
 62 respondents provided additional comment
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o 34% of respondents commented that they lack knowledge of available
resources and/or didn’t need the service
o 31% of respondents commented on how well some programs operate
in Louisa County. They generally support food panties, home delivery
programs and church activities.
o 7% of respondents expressed concerns about abuse of the system
o 8% of respondents said there need to be more programs available
o 8% of respondents expressed concerns about eligibility requirements
for SNAP.
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HEALTH DATA ELEMENTS:
Number uninsured:
Total Persons

Number of Uninsured by
age group:
Under 18 years
18 to 64 years

65 years and over

2005

2006

2007

8,395*

9,656

9,387

n/a

994

958

3,796

4,599

3,877

4,785

3,774

4,655

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Modelbased Small Area Health Insurance Estimates for
Counties and States)*Note: Total person for 2005 does not have information on
uninsured under the age of 18. **Note: U.S. Census Bureau wed site says the 2008 and
2009 SAHIE release is planned for Fall 2011.
Number of federally qualified health clinics: Louisa County has one federally
qualified health clinics. Central Virginia Health Services, Inc. operates the Health and
Wellness Center of Louisa in the Town of Louisa. The Health and Wellness Center of
Louisa takes most major insurance plans, including Medicare and Medicaid, and
offers a sliding fee (discount) for those who need it. The Health and Wellness Center
offers primary care, behavioral health services and dental services. (Sources:
Thomas Jefferson Health District and Central Virginia Health Services, Inc.)
Number of mental health agencies: Louisa County has three agencies providing
mental health services:
1. Region Ten Community Services Boards (Town of Louisa): Provides services
addressing the medical, social, functional and financial difficulties associated
with mental illness, intellectual disabilities and substance addiction.
2. VABODE, Associated Behavioral Outcomes and Development Experts of
Virginia, Inc. (Town of Louisa): Provides adult mental health support
services, adult support groups, outpatient psycho‐therapy for children and
adults, intensive in‐home counseling services for clients 5‐21 year olds,
school M.A.T.E. (Managed Alternative Treatment in Education), and support
groups including activities such as anger management, parenting, substance
use education, and psycho‐educational groups.
3. Health and Wellness Center of Louisa (Town of Louisa): Behavioral health
services include individual, family, couples and group therapy for
children/adolescents (ages 5 and older) and adults, treatment of mood,
anxiety and adjustment disorders, school‐related problems, caregiver‐child
attachments, foster care issues, grief, stress management and coping with
chronic illness.
Among Region Ten clients from Louisa County, depressive disorders (17.1%),
bipolar
1
disorder
(11.3%),
adjustment
disorder
(10.2%)
and
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schizophrenic/psychotic disorders (9.8%) account for almost 50 percent of
diagnoses. 1
(Sources: Region Ten Community Services Board, Central Virginia Health Services, Inc.
and VABODE, Associated Behavioral Outcomes and Development Experts of Virginia,
Inc.)
Number of alcohol and drug treatment agencies: Louisa County has two agencies
provide substance abuse treatment programs:
1. Region Ten Community Services Boards (Town of Louisa): Provides services
addressing substance addiction.
2. VABODE, Associated Behavioral Outcomes and Development Experts of
Virginia, Inc. (Town of Louisa): Provides support groups activities for
substance use education and offers a course designed to teach the impact
substances has on human health and behavior and the recovery process for
substance users.
Average number of Medicaid enrollees: Louisa County has experienced an nearly
nineteen percent (18.63%) increase in the number of Medicaid enrollees since
2008. Medicaid is a program that makes direct payments to health care service
providers for eligible individuals and families who are unable to pay for needed
medical services. To be eligible for Medicaid, a person must have income and
resources within specified limits and must be in one of the groups covered by
Medicaid. Medicaid covered groups include children under age 19 years, pregnant
women, parents with dependent children under age 18 years living in the home,
adults age 65 years and older, blind individuals, and individuals who are disabled
according to the standards adopted by the Social Security Administration.
2008
2009
2010
Avg. # of Medicaid Enrollees 3,032
3,319
3,726
(Source: Louisa County Department of Human Services)

Number of child abuse and neglect reports: Louisa County has experienced an
nearly seventy‐four percent (73.53%) increase in the number of child abuse and
neglect reports since 2008.
2008
2009
2010
# of referrals
204
285
354
(Source: Virginia Department of Social Services, Child Protective Services Referrals and
Findings Report, 2008, 2009 and 2010)
Disability: According to the 2005‐2007 American Community Survey Three‐Year
Estimates, 16.4% of Louisa County residents over the age of five were disabled.
1

Thomas Jefferson Health District, Louisa County Community Health Status Assessment 2009
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(Source: Thomas Jefferson Health District, Louisa County Community Health Status
Assessment 2009)

CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS (HEALTH):

How important is having emergency/urgent medical care facilities in
Louisa County to you?
 94.2% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of emergency/urgent medical
care facilities in Louisa County?
 58.7% of respondents said they were Unsatisfied
 108 respondents provided additional comment
o 27% of respondents expressed their desired to have an
emergency/urgent care facility in Louisa County.
o 18% of respondents said there are no facilities in Louisa and have to
travel outside the county for care.
o 17% of respondents said they didn’t know what facilities are
currently in the county.
o 13% of respondents generally said that the county’s Emergency
Medical Services were used too offer to transport for issues that could
be provided at an urgent care facility, that current crews were doing
the best they could and some wondered if services could be expanded
to provide local urgent care.
How important is having affordable medical care choices to you?
92.4% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the choices of affordable medical care?
 35.4% of respondents answered Neutral (30.7% Satisfied/33.8%
Unsatisfied)
 73 respondents provided additional comment
o 16% of respondents said they travel outside of Louisa for medical care
o 14% of respondent commented that they did not know what was
available in Louisa County.
o 10% of respondents expressed their desire to have an
emergency/urgent care facility in Louisa county.
o 10% of respondents said the cost of medical care was not affordable
particularly for people on fixed income, Medicare, or are self‐
employed.
o 7% of respondents said they would like more choice of doctors locally
and better medical facilities.
o 6% of respondents want a pediatric and OB‐GYN in Louisa County.
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How important is having drug/alcohol abuse treatment programs in
Louisa County to you?
 68.4% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of drug/alcohol abuse treatment
programs in Louisa County?
 56.2% of respondents answered Neutral (14.5% Satisfied/29.3%
Unsatisfied)
 84 respondents provided additional comment
o 36% of respondents commented that they lack knowledge of available
resources and/or didn’t need the service
o 20% of respondents expressed the need for more programs to help
with substance abuse because it would help the community as a
whole.
o 9% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of current
programs but said having substance abuse programs were important.
o 7% of respondents commented that churches could be more involved
in helping with substance abuse recovery.
o 5% of respondents commented about substance abuse by minors
How important is having affordable dental care choices in Louisa
County to you?
 81.6% of respondent said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of affordable dental care choices
in Louisa County?
 39.9% of respondent answered Neutral (25.5% Satisfied/34.7% Unsatisfied)
 60 respondents provided additional comment
o 25% of respondents comments on the high cost of dental care and the
poor service locally.
o 14% of respondents commented that they lack knowledge of available
resources and/or didn’t need the service
o 14% of respondents said they travel outside Louisa for dental care
How important is having mental health treatment programs in Louisa
County to you?
 69.1% of respondents said it was Important
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How satisfied are you with the number of mental health treatment programs
in Louisa County?
 51.6% of respondents answered Neutral (18.3% Satisfied/30.1%
Unsatisfied)
 67 respondents provided additional comment
o 33% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service
o 20% of respondents expressed the need for more programs to help
those with mental health problems because it would help the
community as a whole.
o 9% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of current
programs but said having mental health treatment programs were
important.
o 5% of respondents commented that churches could become more
involved in helping people.
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OTHER DATA ELEMENTS:
Poverty Profile: The U.S. Census Bureau’s Population Estimates Program publishes
total resident population estimates and demographic components of change (births,
deaths, and migration) each year. The Bureau also publish the estimates by
demographic characteristics (age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin) for the nation,
states, and counties. These estimates are used in federal funding allocations, as
denominators for vital rates and per capita time series, as survey controls, and in
monitoring recent demographic changes.
The two year estimate (2008‐2010) for Louisa County has 9.7% (+/‐2.7) of
Louisa’s population is living in poverty. Approximately 3,200 (+/‐890) Louisa
residents live in poverty, of which 760 are children under the age of 18, and 470 are
persons 65 years and older.
Louisa County, Virginia

Subject

Total
Estimate

Population for whom poverty
32,799
status is determined

Below poverty level

Percent below
poverty level

Margin of
Margin of
Margin of
Estimate
Estimate
Error
Error
Error
+/‐71

3,190

+/‐894

9.7%

+/‐2.7

7,271

+/‐103

758

+/‐406

10.4%

+/‐5.6

65 years and over

4,712

+/‐76

469

+/‐146

10.0%

+/‐3.1

Male

16,332

+/‐179

8.5%

+/‐2.6

+/‐2.1

AGE

Under 18 years
18 to 64 years

SEX

Female

20,816

+/‐97

1,963

1,389

+/‐543

+/‐433

9.4%

16,467

+/‐179

1,801

+/‐543

10.9%

Population 25 years and over 23,273

+/‐222

1,925

+/‐477

8.3%

8,947

+/‐720

859

+/‐353

9.6%

4,206

+/‐683

106

+/‐102

2.5%

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Less than high school
graduate
High school graduate
(includes equivalency)

Some college, associate's
degree
Bachelor's degree or
higher

4,208

5,912

+/‐651

+/‐668

802

158

+/‐275

+/‐100

+/‐2.6

+/‐3.3

19.1%

+/‐5.9

2.7%

+/‐1.7

(Source: US Census Bureau, 20082010 American Community Survey)

+/‐4.0

+/‐2.4
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Average number of persons receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF): Louisa County has experienced 23% increase in the number of TANF
recipients since 2008. TANF provides temporary financial assistance to eligible
families with children. If an individual receives TANF, they may be required to
participate in the Virginia Initiative for Employment not Welfare (VIEW) program.
Louisa County has experienced a 61% increase in VIEW participants since 2008.
2009
2010
2008
Avg. # of TANF Recipients
1,229
1,503
1,512
Avg. # of VIEW Participants
390
557
627
(Source: Louisa County Department of Human Services
Number of arrests for assault (aggravated, simple and intimidation): Louisa County
has experienced a more than forty‐one percent (41.38%) increase in arrests for
assault since 2005. The number of arrests of juvenile for assault has remain
relatively flat.
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
Total # of arrests, adult
87
89
118
96
92
123
Total # of arrests, juvenile
9
5
11
7
4
7
(Source: Virginia Department of State Police, Crime in Virginia 2005, 2006, 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010)

Richmond Times Dispatch article
Three dead in Louisa County shooting
By: Jim Nolan
Published: August 22, 2010

A family dispute turned deadly in Louisa County
yesterday [August 21, 2010] when a man opened fire in
a rural neighborhood, killing two men and critically
wounding four other people before turning his gun on
police and being fatally wounded by officers.

Number of arrests for drug/narcotic offenses:
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Total # of arrests, adult
96
96
80
117
65
85
Total # of arrests, juvenile
3
2
5
3
4
1
(Source: Virginia Department of State Police, Crime in Virginia 2005, 2006, 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010)
Number of arrests for driving under the influence:
2005 2006 2007
Total # of arrests
69
117
102

2008
121*

2009
79

2010
33
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(Source: Virginia Department of State Police, Crime in Virginia 2005, 2006, 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010)*Note: 2008 total include two arrests of a juvenile.
Number of arrests for drunkenness:
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Total # of arrests
17
34
34
87
38
22
(Source: Virginia Department of State Police, Crime in Virginia 2005, 2006, 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010)*Note: 2007 total include one arrest of a juvenile.
Comprehensive Services Act: Louisa County has experienced 205% increase in the
number of children served by CSA. The county has also experienced a 451%
increase in the expenditure of CSA funds. The Comprehensive Services Act (CSA) is a
1993 Virginia Law that provided for the pooling of eight specific funding streams
used to purchase services for high‐risk youth. The purpose of the act is to provide
high quality, child centered, family focused, cost effective, community‐based
services to high‐risk youth and their families.
Fiscal
Child
Total
Year Served Expenditures
2000
38
411,735
2001
37
402,101
2002
36
443,091
2003
43
525,783
2004
41
680,088
2005
56
895,449
2006
56
1,141,563
2007
67
1,253,580
2008
90
1,930,287
2009
97
2,063,115
2010
116
2,269,480
(Source: Virginia Office of Comprehensive Services)

CITIZEN SURVEY RESULTS (OTHER):

How important is having recreational programs for youth to you?
91.3% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of recreational programs for
youth?
 43% of respondents answered that they were Satisfied
 105 respondents provided additional comment
o 31% of respondents said recreational programs for youth are
important and there could be more programs. They also commented
about wanting more facilities like an indoor pool, skating rink,
bowling alley, or putt‐putt golf.
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o 19% of respondents provided positive comments about Louisa County
Parks & Recreation Department.
o 6% of respondents said they would like more programs geared for
older children (generally middle school students).
o 5% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service
o 4% of respondents said they would like more programs geared for
younger children (generally those under six).
How important is having supervised after school programs for youth to

you?
 76.9% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of supervised after school programs
for youth?
 44.7% of respondents answered Neutral ( 31.8% Satisfied/23.6%
Unsatisfied)
 75 respondents provided additional comment
 14% of respondents commented that they like the current programs
o 12% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service
o 12% of respondents commented that they want more programs
o 11% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
current programs but said having supervised activities for youth is
important.
o 10% of respondents said they wanted more programs for middle and
high school aged youth.
o 10% of respondents said they were unsatisfied with the current
programs available.
o 10% of respondents said activities for youth are important to their
quality of life and for working parents
o 8% of respondents said there is a need for more affordable programs
o 7% of respondents said these programs are important in preventing
delinquency
o 3% of respondents commented that churches could become more
involved.
How important is having support programs for caregivers of senior
citizens to you?
 75% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of support programs for
caregivers of senior citizens?
 56.3% respondents answered Neutral (18.2% Satisfied/25.5% Unsatisfied)
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54 respondents provided additional comment
o 49% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service
o 9% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of current
programs but said providing assistance to caregivers of seniors is
important.
o 4% of respondents said they like current programs
o 4% of respondents commented that churches could become more
involved.
o 8% of respondents generally said these programs are important

How important is having domestic violence education/awareness
programs to you?
 72.8% of respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of domestic violence
education/awareness programs?
 59.6% of respondents answered Neutral (11.9% Satisfied/28.6%
Unsatisfied)
 69 respondents provided additional comment
o 41% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources.
o 29% of respondents said there is a need for more programs
o 9% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service but it is an
important service.
o 4% of respondents generally said these programs are important
o 4% of respondents commented that churches could become more
involved.
o 3% of respondents commented that Louisa has a high rate of violence
and anger in the community.
How important is having parenting skills education programs to you?
 63.8% respondents said it was Important
How satisfied are you with the number of parenting skills education
programs?
 50.5% of respondents answered Neutral (17.6% Satisfied/31.9%
Unsatisfied)
 73 respondents provided additional comment
o 25% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service
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o 10% of respondents commented that they lacked knowledge of
available resources and/or didn’t need the service but it is an
important.
o 33% of respondents said there is a need for more programs
o 10% of respondents generally said these programs are important
o 6% of respondents commented that churches could become more
involved.
o 8% of respondents commented that is would be difficult to get the
parents that needed parenting education to actually take the steps to
get it.
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CONCLUSION
The information gathered in the Louisa County Community Assessment will
be shared with the community and the Phase II Advisory Committee. Over the next
few months, the Phase II Advisory Committee will review the data contained in this
document to prioritize human service needs to be addressed and engage community
partner organizations and individuals in adopting a plan of action for
improvements.
Phase II Advisory Committee
Donna Baker, Director of Community Based Services
Jefferson Area Board of Aging
Teresa Byers, M.Ed., Curriculum Coordinator
Louisa County Public Schools

Cartie Lominack, M.Ed., NCC, Executive Director
Shelter for Help in Emergency

Shelley Murphy, MA, Director of Program Services
Piedmont Housing Alliance

Lillian Peake, MD, MPH, District Health Director
Thomas Jefferson Health District, Virginia Department of Health
Mike Plasters, Pastor
Zion Crossroads United Methodist Church

Thomas Pristow, MSW, ACSW, Director
Louisa County Department of Human Services

Amanda Reidelbach, Community Partnership Coordinator
Louisa County Department of Human Services
Elaine Taylor, Executive Director
Louisa County Historical Society

Jenny Thompson, Unit Coordinator and 4‐H Youth Development
Virginia Cooperative Extension, Louisa County
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APPENDIX
Citizen Survey Instrument
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Your feedback is important
to us in identifying the strengths and opportunities for improvement in Louisa
County. This survey should only take between 5‐10 minutes of your time. Your
answers will be completely anonymous.

If you have any questions, please contact us at areidelbach@louisa.org or call (540)
967‐3461. Please return survey to PO Box 160, Louisa, Virginia 23093 or the Louisa
County Office Building at 1 Woolfolk Avenue, Town of Louisa.
1. Do you live or work in Louisa County?
___Yes
___No
*If no, please do not complete this survey.

2. How did you learn about this survey?
___Louisa County website
___Email from Louisa County Government
___Email from Louisa County Public Schools
___Church
___Facebook
___Newspaper
___Other (please specify) ____________________________

3. How important is having job skills training programs in Louisa County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #5
4. How satisfied are you with the number of job skills training programs in Louisa
County?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
5. How important is having affordable childcare choices in Louisa County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #7

6. How satisfied are you with the choices of affordable childcare in Louisa County?
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___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

7. How important is having affordable housing choices in Louisa County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #9
8. How satisfied are you with the number of affordable housing choices in Louisa
County?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
9. How important is having public transportation to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #11
10. How satisfied are you with the public transportation?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

11. How important is having affordable medical care choices to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #13
12. How satisfied are you with the choices of affordable medical care?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
13. How important is having GED programs in Louisa County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #15

14. How satisfied are you with the number of GED programs in Louisa County?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
15. How important is having recreational programs for youth to you?
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___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #17
16. How satisfied are you with the number of recreational programs for youth?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
17. How important is having preschool programs in Louisa County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #19

18. How satisfied are you with the number of preschool programs in Louisa County?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
19. How important is getting assistance with housing repairs to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #21

20. How satisfied are you with getting assistance with housing repairs?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

21. How important is having drug/alcohol abuse treatment programs in Louisa
County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #23
22. How satisfied are you with the number of drug/alcohol abuse treatment
programs?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

23. How important is getting food assistance to you? (Food pantries, food stamps,
home delivery, etc.)
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #25
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24. How satisfied are you with getting food assistance?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

25. How important is having affordable dental care choices in Louisa County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #27
26. How satisfied are you with the number affordable dental care choices?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
27. How important is having parenting skills education programs to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #29

28. How satisfied are you with the number of parenting skills education programs?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
29. How important is having supervised after school programs for youth to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #31

30. How satisfied are you with the number supervised after school programs for
youth?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

31. How important is having mental health treatment programs in Louisa County to
you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #33
32. How satisfied are you with the number of mental health treatment programs in
Louisa County?
___Satisfied
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___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

33. How important is having support programs for caregivers of senior citizens to
you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #35
34. How satisfied are you with the number of support programs for caregivers of
senior citizens?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

35. How important is having domestic violence education/awareness programs to
you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #37
36. How satisfied are you with the number of domestic violence
education/awareness programs?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied

37. How important is having employment opportunities for youth in Louisa County
to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #39
38. How satisfied are you with the number of employment opportunities for youth
in Louisa County?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
39. How important is having emergency/urgent medical care facilities in Louisa
County to you?
___Important
___Unimportant
*If unimportant, skip to #41
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40. How satisfied are you with the number of emergency/urgent medical care
facilities in Louisa County?
___Satisfied
___Neutral
___Unsatisfied
41. What are three things you like the most about Louisa County?
1)
2)
3)

42. What are three things you would like to change/improve about Louisa County?
1)
2)
3)
43. What is a way to get residents involved with our community?
PERSONAL INFORMATION (OPTIONAL)
44. Are you male or female?
___Male
___Female

45. What category below includes your age?
___19 or younger
___20‐44
___45‐64
___65 and over

46. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you
have received?
___Less than high school
___High school diploma or GED
___Some college but no degree
___Associate degree
___Bachelor degree
___Graduate or professional degree
47. What best describes your employment status?
___Employed, working 1‐39 hours per week
___Employed, working 40 hours or more per week
___Not employed, looking for work
___Not employed, NOT looking for work
___Retired
___Disabled, not able to work
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48. How much did your total household earn in 2010?
___Less than $10,000
___$10,000 to $14,999
___$15,000 to $24,999
___$25,000 to $34,999
___$35,000 to $49,999
___$50,000 to $74,999
___$75,000 to $99,999
___$100,000 to $149,999
___$150,000 to $199,999
___$200,000 or more
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